PETA seems to miss the irony ot promoting vegetar 


end of the hall from the photos of Berkley and Basinger and is decora led instead 
with animal testing posters; horrendous images of a screaming monkey strapped 
into an iron maiden or a cat with a small metal box protruding from its head, like 
some sort of feline mental elevator. The cat seems oddly placid. 

There are slaughterhouse images from fund-raising mailings decorating individual 
offices and a photo of a pig, scarred and mistreated, in the front reception room. Back 
in the press room, surrounded once again by naked celebrities. Lange flips through 
a press kit so full of their pictures that it looks like an Oscars night photo album. 

Making a circuit of PETA's offices is like watching a B-qradc slasher film; a sug¬ 
gestion of sex followed by a lot of gore and then another suggestion of sex. It's unclear 
whether one is supposed to respond out of moral indignation, titiilation, (celebrity wor¬ 
ship, or some complex and disturbing combination of the three. Taken as the sum of 
its public campaigns, the ideal PETA member appears to be Hannibal Lecter 

Here is what PETA did this summer; !t dangled a volunteer pretending to be 

impaled on a meat hook from a billboard over a freeway in San Antonio: it pelted 
members of the U.S. Poultry and Egg Export Council with chicken feed as they 
entered their annual convention in California; it did the same thing to country singer 
Kenny Rogers (who owns a chain of roasted chicken restaurants) at his wedding; it 
dressed several members as chinchillas and locked them in cages on a sidewalk in 
Richmond; it called for a ban on fishing in Walden Pond; it dressed a member in a fish 
3uit to convince anglers to stop fishing; it hounded the Wienermobila with a person in 
a pig suit at every stop, 68 in total, on its promotional tour; and it sent a person in a 
cow suit to demand meatless sandwiches at Burger King 

PETA carried out these stunts without apology. "We live in a time of tabloid jour¬ 
nalism,’' says Lange. "Wc didn’t make the rules but, well, we play by them.” 

Other animal activists, however, call this playing by the rules more like counter¬ 
productive bottom feeding. ‘ We’re always painted with that brush 'here come those 
animal nuts again, "says Roger A. Caras, president of the American Society tor the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Caras, clearly irritated, feels PETA "had brought 


new people” to the animal cause but in the process alienated many others. He calls 
the group extremist and utopian to the point of dismissability. 

Lange brushes the accusation off. 

“We can’t air our farm footage on television. We can’t show Here's this animal 
getting its neck broken,’” she says. "'Here's this animal getting vaginally electro¬ 
cuted.’ We've tried They [television networksl won't show it. So, instead we do 
something fun and interesting." 

“They want to appeal to the lowest common denominator," says Mary Ellen 

Dreyer, a former PETA employee now working for the Animal Welfare Institute, a 
Washington lobby. Four years age, Dreyer was a writer for PETA’s quarterly maga¬ 
zine. Animat Times, a publication that looks like a sporls program and reads like 
the National Enquirer. Brigitte Bardot is on the cover ol the spring issue, opposing 
the consumption of horse meat in France. Inside, Edward Furlong, the kid from 
Terminator If, is pictured next to an item lauding him for refusing to wear leather in 
a Calvin Klein ad. But his picture also rests beside a column containing another of 
PETA’s possible falls over the public image edge: e criticism of the New York Police 
Department’s decision to send dogs fitted with video cameras into dangerous situ 
ations in place ot human officers Furlong is smiling. 

"That's what my boss, Ingrid Newkirk, wanted to concentrate on," Dreyer says. 
“She used to say that we should go down to the grocery store and look at People 
and the Globe. She feels that’s going to appeal to the largest number of people. 
That is why in many circles they are rot taken seriously” 

;, l found it frustrating,” adds Dr. Jonathan Balcombe, another former PETA staffer, 
now working for The Humane Society of the U.S. in Washington, D C. Balcombe. a 
biologist, believes PETA can be effective, but said he found that the group’s stunts 
created a credibility problem that frequently hampered his ability to gel things done. 

“In terms of dealing with the legislature or the USDA." says Dreyer, I'm able to 
get more done [without PETA]. I could not call up the USDA saying I work for PETA 
and get the same sort of treatment I would when I say I work here." 



NJ 

O 

N 

O 

<£> 

Ol 

<Ti 

Ol 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/jfpm0004 
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iaiiism with someone known for showcasing flesh 


Dreyer is currently working to pass a law that would ban "class B” animal deal¬ 
ers, companies that sell dogs and cats from animal shelters to labs for use in 
research. PETA does not usually lobby for laws or regulations PETA's Lange says 
the group supports the intentions of such efforts, but views them as half-hearted. 

’They [Washington lobbies] are pushing for bigger cages.” she says. “Because 
we're an abolitionist group, were pushing for no cages." 

The refusal to compromise brings a common criticism. “I’m not sure if it helps or 
hinders." says the ASPCAs Caras. "Bui I would rather see a good law passed ban¬ 
ning leg-hold traps in California than [see PETA] walk naked on the streets of Tokyo. 
If you do a lot of stunts outside the Congressional office buildings, then you can’t 
go inside and be listened to. Stunts go so far. Laws can be enforced.” 

Stunt polities also have a short half-life. Though television coverage and media ink 
seein a sure thing, each progressive shock to the general public’s genitalia yields less 
of a jolt. Even as most political issues seemed to be slouching toward sensational¬ 
ism, the groups that had used outre stunts and theatrics to put themselves on the map 
now seem unable to keep people interested. Christian Coalition rallies are shrinking 
and their protesters at school boards and movie studios show in markedly meeker 
clumps. ACT UP is a nonentity, out of the public debate, irrelevant. Earth First is lost 
in the Idaho trees, at best occasionally confused with a militia group. 

PETA, historically one of the most adroit at attracting media attention, seems to 
have lost any perspective on its actions. Its members do not see lhat they are alien¬ 
ating the very people they desperately need to persuade, They spend their time rail¬ 
ing at their enemies and rallying their supporters, straining to maintain a fever pitch. 
But the volume had been turned up so far that most people cannot tell what was being 
said or why 

Two weeks after the San Jose appearance, the Wienermobile pulls into the 

parking lot of Nob Hill Foods, a supermarket in Walnut Creek, a suburb 15 miles 
east of Oakland. PETA shows up again, but the protest fails, smaller and far more 
subdued this time even than the event in San Jose. 


The PETA group, five in street clothes plus one dressed in the pig suit, are qui¬ 
etly handing out literature, going about their recruiting like a clutch of smiling 
Mormons As in San Jose, they chat people up about heart disease statistics and 
talk easily about meal as a wasteful product, requiring too much grain and water to 
produce. Unlike San Jose, that’s all they do; there are few ad hominem charges, no 
random shouts at children. 

The people who are here to see the Wienermobile take the literature, bul still 
resent the protest. 

‘This is something for kids, it involves children, and I don’t think this is an appro¬ 
priate place [for a protest],’’ says Uebbie Fraser, a mother with two daughters in 
attendance who have just sung the "Bologna” song into the microphone. "What’s 
done here today has nothing to do with how our children eat. My oldest is practi¬ 
cally a vegetarian.” 

“School is starting, my son saw this, and asked if I’d come out here and do [the 
Wienermobile event] with him," says Rodney Bush, adding that his son is a vege- 
larian. "Me and his mother never ate meat." 

His son, Brendan, says he thought the protest was okay, but was not sure he 
agreed with PETA. 

“I eat ham,” he says after thinking a moment, like he had just remembered a 
lunch last Tuesday. "He’s slipping a little," his father allowed. He and his wife 
coach Brendan through a few answers, explaining that it is wrong to kill animals 
unless you are going to eat them. Brendan watches while his nods are written 
down. 

A few minutes later, a boy named Josh is at the microphone shouting toward the 
PETA member in the pig suit. 

‘That pig over there. I can cat you," he says. "I can fry you and eat you.” The pro¬ 
testers yell back a few half-hearted rebukes, then decide to ignore the boy. 

Another child runs behind them, picking up the sense that some sort of argu¬ 
ment is under way. 

"Meat’s good for you," he shouts. “Go meat?" » 
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